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Key Points about institutional controls  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Institutional controls are normally used 
when some waste is left on site and when 
there is a limit to safe activities that can 

take place at the site. 
 

What are institutional controls? 

When are institutional controls used?  
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Why can’t all the contamination be removed? 

Are institutional controls reliable? 

All institutional controls have strengths 
and weaknesses. 

 

Community input can be essential for 
selecting, using, and monitoring 

institutional controls that are a good fit 
for the community and protect the site 

remedy. 
 

Who is responsible for making sure 

institutional controls work as intended? 
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Will institutional controls hinder reuse of the 

site? 

How and when can the community get 
involved? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 
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For Additional Information  

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/superfund-institutional-
controls 
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Glossary 

Consent decree • Legal document approved by a 
judge that formalizes an agreement reached between 
EPA and companies, governments, or individuals 
associated with contamination (potentially responsible 
parties or PRPs) at the sites through which PRPs will 
take certain actions to resolve the contamination at a 
Superfund site. 

Covenant • Agreement between a land owner and 
others that can be used to establish an institutional 
control or use restriction on a property that remains in 
place when ownership transfers to another party. 

Deed notice • Non-enforceable, informational 
document fi led in land records to alert the public about 
important information pertaining to a land parcel.  

Easement • Property right conveyed by the land 
owner to another party, giving the second party certain 
rights to the land. 

Enforcement tools • Types of institutional controls 
that include orders compelling a party to limit certain 
site activities as well as ensure the performance of 
affirmative obligations (e.g., consent decree, RCRA 
permit, unilateral administrative order). 

Governmental controls • Types of institutional 
controls that impose land or resource restrictions using 
the authority of an existing unit of government (e.g., 
state legislation, local ordinance, well drilling permit, 
etc.). 

Informational devices • Type of institutional controls 
that provide information or notification to the public of 
contamination remaining in place.  
Institutional controls • Non-engineered instruments, 
such as administrative and/or legal controls, that help 
minimize the potential for human exposure to 
contamination and/or protect the integrity of a remedy 
by limiting land and/or resource use (e.g., easement, 
fish advisory, local permit).  

Proprietary control • Type of legal instrument that 
has its basis in real property law and is unique in that it 
generally creates legal property interests placed in the 
chain of title of a site property (e.g., easement, 
restrictive covenant).  

Unilateral administrative order • Legal document 
signed by EPA directing a responsible party to take 
corrective action or refrain from an activity; it may 
describe the violations and actions to be taken and can 
be enforced in court.  
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